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CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, prevention is possible, and with strong local partnerships and community investment, families and children in [County/City Name] can thrive, fostering stability and long-term well-being; and

WHEREAS, the early experiences of a child impact them throughout life—both positively and negatively; and

WHEREAS, supporting families early reduces the need for crisis response, improves lifelong outcomes, strengthens communities, and saves public resources; and

WHEREAS, every child in [County/City Name] is filled with tremendous promise, and we share a collective responsibility to prevent Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), foster resilience, and promote Positive Childhood Experiences (PCEs); and

WHEREAS, Positive Childhood Experiences—such as loving caregivers and safe, stable, and nurturing relationships—play a vital role in helping children thrive by mitigating trauma and the impact of adversity; and

WHEREAS, families who receive support before a crisis occurs are better equipped to provide safe, healthy, and nurturing environments; and

WHEREAS, childhood trauma, including abuse and neglect, can have long-term psychological, emotional, and physical effects that impact individuals, families, and communities; and

WHEREAS, primary prevention of child abuse and neglect strengthens families and reduces the social and economic costs associated with maltreatment; and

WHEREAS, effective child abuse prevention efforts in [County/City Name] depend upon partnerships among child welfare professionals, educators, healthcare providers, community- and faith-based organizations, businesses, law enforcement agencies, and families; and

WHEREAS, by working together as a community, we can increase awareness of what families need before they are in crisis and promote the social and emotional well-being of all children in safe, stable, and nurturing environments;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ____________________________, [Mayor/County Commissioner/County Executive] of [County/City Name], do hereby proclaim April 2026 as CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH
in [County/City Name], and urge all residents to recognize that child abuse is preventable and that a strong and prosperous community depends on strong families. Together, we commit to creating a community invested in families where every child has the opportunity to live a safe, healthy, and hopeful life.
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